Conqress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20515

October 1, 2014

The Honorable Gene L. Dodaro
Comptroller General of the United States
U.S. Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr. Dodaro,

The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 became law in February 2012. This
law directs the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to conduct an incentive auction
allowing a broadcaster to voluntarily relinquish some or all of their spectrum usage rights in
return for compensation (better known as the “reverse auction™).' The law also requires the FCC
to hold a “forward auction” allowing wireless carriers to bid on the available cleared spectrum.’
Only full-power broadcasters and low-power broadcasters with a Class A license are able to
participate in the reverse auction.

In May 2014, the FCC adopted an Incentive Auction Report and Order addressing important
issues related to the incentive auction.’ The FCC also announced that the agency is planning to
initiate a future Low-Power Television station (LPTV) and TV Translator station proceeding to
consider measures that help alleviate the impact of LPTV and TV Translators during the
incentive auction.

While we are thankful for the ongoing efforts of the FCC, we ask the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to study the impacts of the incentive auction on LPTV stations and
TV Translator stations, as well as their viewers. Consistent with the FCC’s Report and Order, we
ask that the GAO evaluate the impact of the incentive auction for each of the two potential
scenarios for repurposing broadcast spectrum: (a) 84 megahertz and (b) 126 megahertz. Within
each of the two categories, please provide the following information:

1. The total number of LPTV stations that provide original programming or broadcast local
news and information, especially those serving racial and ethnic minority communities;

S

The total number of TV translator stations that rebroadcast local news and information
programming of a full-power TV broadcast station;

3. A projection of the number of LPTV stations and TV translator stations listed under (1)
and (2) that may lose either their current input or output channel as a result of the forward
auction;

' Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, 26 U.S.C. §6403 (2012).
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* Federal Communications Commission. (2014). FCC adopts rules for first ever incentive auction; will make
available additional airwaves, increase competition for mobile broadband [Press Release]. Retrieved from
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-327100A1.pdf
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4. A projection of the number of such LPTV stations and TV translator stations that will
subsequently be able to locate and operate on replacement channels after the auction,
together with an aggregate estimate of the costs of relocation, including new equipment,
legal and engineering services, and facility construction;

5. A projection of the number of such LPTV stations and TV translator stations that will be
unable to locate to or operate on replacement channels after the auction;

6. A projection of the number of viewers that will lose over-the-air access to at least one
such local LPTV station that provide local news and information, especially to
underserved communities of interest;

7. A projection of the number of viewers that will lose over-the-air access via such TV
translator stations to at least one of the signals of the regional affiliates of the major
commercial or noncommercial educational television broadcast networks; and

8. Recommendations to the FCC and Congress on ways to remedy adverse impacts of the
auction on LPTV stations and TV translator stations, and, most importantly, their
viewers.

Thank you for your timely attention to this request. If you have any questions, please contact
Emmanual Guillory (Rep. Joe Barton) at 202-225-2002 or David Grossman (Rep. Anna Eshoo)
at 202-225-8104.

Sincerely,

hairman Emeritus (____ Ranking Member
House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Communications
& Technology



